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  MEMORANDUM

TO: 
Agency Recovery Act Section 1512 Reporting Contacts

FROM: 
Tim Gilchrist        
RE: 

Collection of Recovery Act Section 1512 Reporting Data
DATE:

August 6, 2009

Guidance
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) held a series of webinars the week of July 20 to explain details of the Recovery Act Section 1512 reporting requirements.  If you were not able to watch the sessions, they have been archived at www.whitehouse.gov/recovery/webinartrainingmaterials.  OMB has responded to many of the questions submitted during the sessions in an updated FAQ that can be found at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/recovery_faqs/.

Additionally, KPMG conducted a webinar for local governments and not-for-profits on section 1512 reporting requirements on July 16.  This webcast was recorded, and is linked at “agency guidance” at www.recovery.ny.gov.  If you have not already done so, we encourage you to inform your grantees of the availability of this training session.

Agency/Authority Responsibility for Reporting
I am aware of the extensive concern about meeting ARRA reporting requirements by October 10 for the quarter ending September 30.  At this point, the most feasible approach for New York’s compliance with this first deadline is direct reporting of data to FederalReporting.gov by each State agency that is a prime recipient of Recovery Act funds. 

Registration
Thus, you should register as soon as possible after registration becomes available through FederalReporting.gov on August 17.  Before registering, prime recipients must have a DUNS number and be registered in the Central Contractor Registration system (www.ccr.gov).  

The registration process is explained in the attached excerpt from the June 22 guidance issued by OMB. Although the OMB guidance permits delegation of reporting responsibility to a subrecipient, at this time, the Recovery Cabinet has not authorized any reporting delegations.  Thus, agencies will be reporting both prime and subrecipient data.  

Please notify Clarissa Wertman (clarissa.wertman@chamber.state.ny.us) when you have finished the registration process.   

Data Collection
The final version of the ARRA templates to be used for reporting Section 1512 data have not yet been issued by OMB.  We will advise you as soon as they are available.  

The final version of the data elements has been issued, and it can be found at http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/recipient-reporting.  

Here are some key points about the updated data elements:

1.  The updated data elements include 99 data fields

Only a few new data elements have been added. Some existing data elements were broken down into more data fields. Examples of new data fields include: 

a. Order Number 

b. Contact details for infrastructure projects 

2. 25 data fields are system-populated: 

a. 15 Recipient Data Fields 

b. 10 Subrecipient Data Fields 

3. 6 data fields are optional 

4. POP Codes are no longer required for recipient and subrecipient information 

Most of the data elements required for quarterly reporting will not change between execution of your Recovery Act funding agreement with a subrecipient or vendor and September 30.  Therefore, if you are not already doing so, it is required that you begin to collect most of the data elements when the agreement with the subrecipient or vendor is signed.  Obtaining a DUNS number may take some time, so you should make sure that subrecipients apply promptly.     
Although the amount actually expended and the percentage completion of the project will need to be determined as of the close of the quarter, there will be circumstances where job creation and retention information can be obtained before that time.  For example, the receipt of Recovery Act funds may enable a subrecipient to retain one or more positions that were previously targeted for layoff.  A subrecipient’s work plan may provide for the hiring of a specific number of additional staff as soon as the project commences, or an organization receiving Recovery Act funding may be certain that there will be no employment impact as a result. 

Statistical Methodologies for Measuring Job Creation

OMB has indicated that in some circumstances the use of statistical methodologies for calculating job creation may be permitted, and that additional guidance will be provided by federal agencies on this issue.  The decision about using such a methodology must be made without delay, and you should notify the Recovery Cabinet and reach out to your federal counterpart immediately if you want to use a methodology.  In the interim, you should collect data reflecting actual job creation.   

Quality Control
In addition to collecting the data, you should implement quality control protocols to ensure that the data are accurate, and correctly entered into the report submitted to FederalRecovery.gov.   These quality control standards must be fully incorporated in your internal control and audit plans, and should specifically address means of ensuring data accuracy in reference to the short time frame for submitting data required under section 1512 of ARRA.

We will be in touch later in August to evaluate your progress in early data collection.   I understand that data reporting is a major task, and appreciate your cooperation in this effort.
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